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He had already formed opinions as to the political
duties incumbent on him and on others like him ; and
he was soon to find himself hampered in his efforts
to perform those duties by the courtiership imposed
upon him. In the remainder of his life, failing in
some respects, yet achieving much, he was nearly
always struggling and striving towards realisation of
ideals that must have been strong and clear before
he came back to London. It behoves us therefore
here to take some account of the affairs in which he
was henceforth to be involved.

Throughout the three years of Philip's residence
abroad, his father, Sir Henry, was usually at Ludlow,
quietly and honestly filling his office as Lord Presi-
dent of Wales; but he had often to be at Court on
matters of business, and Lady Sidney was much
oftener in attendance on the Queen. Little as Sir
Henry was thanked for his services to the State,
these could not be dispensed with, and at the time
of his son's return plans were being made for send-
ing him once again as Lord Deputy to Ireland, there
for the third time to undo some of the mischief
made by other and less skilful viceroys.

Elizabeth was not able to quarrel outright with
her faithful officer; and now and then she was kind
to him, at any rate in words. A gracious, albeit
pompous, letter was written by her when she heard
that her god-child, Ambrosia Sidney, had died, at
the age of fifteen, on the 23d of February, 1575,
while Philip was on his way home from Vienna.
"Good Sidney," it began, "although we are well
assured that, with your wisdom and great experience